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control exercised in greater or less degree by the Government of India secretariat over the provincial administration as far as the reserved subjects are concerned ?—Yes.
 284.	Mr. Hartshorn :   The department for which
you are responsible deals with mines and everything
connected with mines.    Does the department prepare
any statistics dealing with the output, the number of
persons employed, the cost of production, the price
realised for the coal and the profit or loss in the
individual mines or for the industry as a whole ?—
I do not think we have information quite as complete
as that;   but we have some statistics, commercial
statistics, that might throw light on some of those
points.
 285.	We get a document published by the Govern
ment at Home quarterly and also the annual reports
by the Secretary for Mines.    I want to know whether
there  is  anything  here  corresponding  to  that ?—
Nothing as complete as that.    We certainly Have
figures for the general out-turn for mines or possibly
for groups of mines.   But the out-turn for a man and
profit and loss, etc,, I do not think we have.    But I
can let you know what we have.
 286.	I should be very pleased if you could let us
know what kind of statistics you have ?—I will supply
the information.*
 287.	Colonel Lane-Fox :  Have you got any returns
regarding wages paid and so on ?—No recent figures ;
but  special enquiries have been  made in certain
industries.    For instance, in Bombay a very complete
statistical enquiry was made with-regard to the wages
for every class of worker in the Bombay cotton mills.
There have been one or two enquiries of that kind and
there  are  some  general statistics of wages.    But
apart from that, I do not think we have any return
which would give the actual wages of any particular
class of worker in a particular factory.
 288.	The rate of wages is really an arrangement
entered into in each case ?—Yes.
The Chairman : We are very much obliged to you
for a great deal of useful information. Thank you
very much.		
APPENDIX A.
Copy of letter from Mr. A. C. McWATTERS, C.I.E.,
I.C.S.,   No.   G,   51,   dated   New   Delhi,   the   $th
December, 1928.
(Vide pp. 176-7 and 181-2)
When I appeared before the Statutory Commission at New Delhi on. the-27th November, I undertook to supply the Commission with information on certain points.
2. As regards mines, it will be seen from page 40 of the annual report of the Chief Inspector for the year 1927, a copy of which is enclosed, that in all 1,104 mines were inspected during the year and many of them several times, the total number of inspections being 2,403. A good idea as to the distribution of mines between different provinces in British India nyill be .obtained from Appendix I to the same report, Tables 2 and 4. The total number of mines in British India during the year 1927 which came under the scope of the Indian Mines Act was 1,992 (page 112 t>f the report), and the total daily average number of persons working in such mines in that year was 269,290 (page 1 of the report). As regards mines in tLc Indian States, the daily average number of -workers during 1927 is estimated by the Director, Geological Survey of-India, as 64,616. I regret that we have no reliable information as regards the corresponding number of mines or as regards their numerical distribution between the various Indian States, but -the production Tables in Dr. Fermor's article on " The Mineral Production of India during 1927 " *n
, above.	"""""
 the Records of the Geological Survey of Inaia, v 01 JLXi, Part 3, a copy of which is enclosed, give an accurate idea of the relative production of mines in Indian States as compared to mines in British India.
 3.	The total output of coal mines in British India
during 1927 was 21,108,976 tons   (page 44 of the
Chief Inspector's report) and the average output per
labourer during the same year was 185 tons of coal in
underground   and  in   open  workings,    the   corre
sponding figure for all persons working above and
below ground in coal mines being 128 tons (page 4).
As regards the cost of raising coal in India, I am afraid
that we have not attempted the working  out of
average figures.    I enclose, however, a copy of tbe
report of the Indian Coal Committee of 1925.     Para
graph 29 of this report contains a discussion on the
comparative prices of Indian and other coals and in
paragraph  38 of the same report the  Committee
estimates the cost of raising coal as being approxi
mately Rs.  5 in the Jharia field and Rs. 6  in the
Raniganj   field.    In  Dr.   Fermor's  article,   quoted
above, page 212, the pit's mouth value per ton of
coal for the whole of India in 1927 is stated to be
Rs. 4 as. 4 p. 9 on tbe average.    This of course is not
the same as the average cost of raising coal.
 4.	As regards the administration of the Factories
Act, the statistics oi factories subject to the Indian
Factories Act for the year 1927 is being printed and
I shall send copies as soon as we get them from the
press. Meanwhile, I enclose herewith a copy of the stat
istics for 1926 to which is attached a note on the
working of the Factories Act'during the year.    The
extent to which local Governments have made use of
section 2 (3) (&) of the Act in order to extend its scope
to factories .employing less than 20 but more than 10
persons is dealt with in the concluding portion of
para. 2 of the Note.   The statistics for 1927 show that
the number of factories so notified rose from. 122 in
1926 to 160.
 5.	Three copies are enclosed of the correspondence
with the Secretary of State on the question of the
degree of control to be exercised by him and the
Government of India over irrigation works.
 6.	I have •ascertained that the local Government
referred to in page 1491* of Clow's book on " The State
" and Industry " is the Punjab Government.
APPENDIX B.
Copy of letter from Mr. A. C. McWATTERS, C.I.E., I.C.S., dated New Delhi, the iSth December, 1928.
(Vide p. 175.)
With reference to the evidence which I gave before the Indian Statutory Commission regarding the difficulty which we have experienced this year in recruitment for the Indian Service of Engineers, I should like to amplify the statement which I made. Originally nine recruits were required from England and the Selection Committee were, in the first instance, able to select only four candidates. Out of this number two fell out (one failed to obtain a qualifying degree and the other withdrew his application), leaving seven vacancies unfilled. In the meantime, our demand was reduced by one, thus leaving six vacancies to be filled. The Selection Committee in their second attempt (in which I may note that they were permitted to recommend candidates who had not undergone a full year's practical experience at Uie time of selection) selected six candidates and placed the names of three others on the reserve list, but out of this total number (nine), five fell out, three having withdrawn their applications and two having been rejected by the Medical Board. That is, on tfce second occasion, lor tbe six vacancies, four candidates •were available, bringing th* total number of selected candidates to six against eight vacancies.

